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‘ 2 Social Welfare Department
Our Ref. : LODTC 2/100/01

Tel. No. :2116 3590
Fax No. :2119 9057

6 May 2010

To: Specified Operators of Drug Dependent Persons Treatment and Rehabilitation Centres

Infection Control Advice for Law Enforcement Officials
for the Prevention of Anthrax from Contaminated Heroin

I would like to enclose the letter issued by the Centre for Health Protection (CHP) of
the Department of Health on the above subject (also applicable to persons such as the staff of
your centre, who may come into contact with heroin for work reason) for your reference, please.

For any enquiries, please contact social worker of the Licensing Office of Drug
Dependents Treatment Centres on 2116 3592.

Yours sincerely,

(Ms Kan Kwai-yi)
for Director of Social Welfare

Encl.

SEO(Narcotics)2, Narcotics Division

c.c. Business Director (Service Development), HKCSS
by fax
Consultant Community Medicine (Communicable Disease), CHP, Department of Health

Licensing Office of Drug Dependents Treatment Centres
Room 2353, 23/F., Wu Chung House, 213 Queen’s Road East, Wan Chai, Hong Kong




Infection Control Advice for Law enforcement officials
For the Prevention of Anthrax from contaminated Heroin

Risk of contracting anthrax from heroin contaminated by anthrax spores is mainly limited
to heroin abusers who inject, smoke or snort heroin. The risk of contracting anthrax for
enforcement officials is very low, including the risk from person to person contact.

As a precautionary measure, for the officials undertaking law enforcement procedures,
to avoid acquisition of infectious diseases, please observe the following standard
precautions:

1. Careful handling of sharps to prevent sharp injury

2. Don't test any drugs via oral route

3. Covering all non-intact skin or lesions, if contact with suspicious contaminated items,
wearing of gloves may be indicated. Perform hand hygiene afterwards (such as
washing the hands thoroughly with soap and water)

4. Wear gloves (plus gown where indicated) when come to physically contact with the
drug abusers who have skin lesions

5. Avoid any agitation or aerosolization procedures to minimize powder inhalation. If
agitation procedures are anticipated, surgical mask is indicated

Centre for Health Protection
Department of Health
April 2010
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