Information Sheet for Intercountry Adoption of a Child from
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (HKSAR)

Background

In the HKSAR, adoption is a legal process whereby parental rights and
responsibilities over a particular child, who is under 18 years old and unmarried, are
transferred from the birth parents to the adoptive parents. An adoption in the HKSAR
must be effected in accordance with the Adoption Ordinance, Cap 290. The best
interests of the child are of paramount importance in the adoption process.

14 The Adoption Ordinance has been amended in 2004 to give effect to the
Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry
Adoption (the Hague Convention) in the HKSAR and to improve certain local adoption
arrangements. Under the amended Adoption Ordinance which has been taken effect
since 25 January 2006, the Director of Social Welfare is designated as the Central
Authority for the HKSAR to handle matters in relation to Convention adoptions, and the
High Court is empowered to hear Convention adoption applications and to grant
Convention orders. All intercountry adoption applications shall be processed through
the Social Welfare Department or Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs) duly
accredited by the Director of Social Welfare. The list of Accredited Bodies in the
HKSAR is at Annex 2(a)-1.

The Adoption Programme in the HKSAR

3. Under the adoption programme in the HKSAR, priority is given to placing
children to families of the same cultural or ethnic background so as to minimize the
cultural changes and the child’s adjustment problems. Intercountry adoption should only
be arranged for children who are in need of a permanent adoption placement but where no
suitable local homes are available for them. The children involved are usually wards of
Director of Social Welfare with special needs, such as older in age, with handicaps, major
health problems or hard family background.

4, At present, the Adoption Unit of the Social Welfare Department is working
with three accredited bodies, namely the Mother’s Choice (MC), the International Social
Service — Hong Kong Branch (ISS-HK) and Po Leung Kuk (PLK) in identifying and
securing overseas placement for our special needs children through their connections'
with overseas adoption authorities or licensed agencies. Throughout the process,
primary consideration is given to choose the most suitable home for a child with special
needs having regard to the capability of the prospective adopters to take care of the child
and the support of facilities available in the community.

In the intercountry adoption programme for Hong Kong children, I1S3-HK has overseas connection in twelve
countries, i.e. Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, India, New Zealand, Philippines, Thailand, Germany, the
United States of America (USA), Singapore, Russian Federation and Sweden. Meanwhile, MC works with the
licensed adoption agencies in USA while PLK has overseas connection in USA and Australia,






