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Guide to Participants of
Approved Programme under
Domestic and Cohabitation
Relationships Violence Ordinance

“ |

L)

7 e e

D,

Z wEmnE
SocmlWelfMepartment "E



. What is Approved Programme

Under the Domestic and Cohabitation Relationships Violence Ordinance*, the
court may, in granting a non-molestation order, require the respondent to attend
any programme approved by the Director of Social Welfare.

. Why is this order made

The purpose is to help the participant change his/her attitude and behaviour that
have led to the granting of the injunction order.

. The programme includes

¢ |ntake assessment
e Group or individual treatment programme of 12 to 14 weekly sessions lasting
at least 90 minutes for each session

It will give the participant an opportunity to better understand oneself, in particular
why he/she has acted in such a way, and to learn ways to relate with his/her
(former) spouse / party to a (former) cohabitation relationship / children / relatives
in a non-violent or non-molesting manner.

A breach of the injunction order is a contempt
of court

The participant should comply with the requirement set out in the injunction order,
including attending the Approved Programme. If he/she does not attend the
programme, the applicant and the court will be informed. Breach of injunction order is
a contempt of court and the participant may be punished by imprisonment or a fine.

* Enacted on 1 January 2010.

. Who will provide the Approved Programme

As approved by the Director of Social Welfare, the following non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) are tasked to provide the programme:

Christian Family Service Centre

Harmony House

e Hong Kong Family Welfare Society

Neighbourhood Advice-Action Council

Tung Wah Group of Hospitals

Yang Memorial Methodist Social Service

. What will happen next

Upon receiving the information from the court, the Social Welfare Department
(SWD) will match the participant with a suitable programme provided by the
above NGOs. However, the programme arranged may not totally match with
his/her location preference. Staff of the programme will contact the participant
within three weeks. For any enquiries on the Approved Programme, please
contact SWD at telephone no. : 2892 5511.

Social Welfare Department
August 2011
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