Pilot Project on Child Fatality Review 

Background
Despite concerted efforts of the Government and Non-governmental Organisations in the provision of child welfare services, occasional child deaths have aroused public concerns.  In consultation with the Committee on Child Abuse and with reference to overseas experience, the Social Welfare Department (SWD) has launched a 2-year Pilot Project on Child Fatality Review with effect from 15 February 2008.
Purpose

1. To facilitate the improvement / enhancement of the current child protection and child welfare service systems.
2. With focus on inter-sector collaboration and multi-disciplinary cooperation, it is neither intended to identify causes leading to the child’s death nor to attribute responsibility to individuals.

Objectives

1. To examine the practice and service issues pertaining to the child death cases;

2. To identify good practice and possible areas for improvement;

3. To identify patterns and trends for formulation of prevention strategies; and
4. To promote multi-disciplinary and inter-agency cooperation for prevention of child death. 
Levels and Scope
1. General Review for all children under 18 who died of non-natural causes on or after 1 January 2006 upon completion of all criminal and judicial processes to avoid prejudicing such processes.  
2. In-depth Review for cases arousing public concern and with implication on the welfare services system.
The Review Mechanism

1. A non-statutory Review Panel (RP), with members appointed by the Director of Social Welfare will conduct review with secretariat support from the SWD.

2. The Secretariat will prepare the lists of cases within specified periods for General and In-depth Reviews, and obtain their information for review by the RP.  The review is primarily documentary in nature.  However, the RP may consider interviews with concerned parties when necessary.
3. Organisation(s) that had rendered service(s) to the deceased child or his/her family could facilitate the review by providing available information to the secretariat.
4. A child death register will be set up to facilitate the review, and for future statistical or research purpose.
5. The review findings and recommendations of the RP will be published in annual reports.  Recommendations will be distributed to relevant parties/organisations for consideration and follow-up action.
6. No individual case details or personal particulars of persons or agencies concerned will be included in the annual report to ensure strict confidentiality. Information furnished by organisation(s) will be used by the Secretariat for the purpose of conducting child fatality review only.  Such information will be kept strictly confidential and will not be disclosed without the prior consent of the organisation(s) concerned unless its disclosure is authorised or required by law. The information collected will be destroyed upon completion of review.
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