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Child Welfare
Services

�� !"#$ (2002-03)

�� ! Adoption Service

�� !"# �� !"#$%&'(

No. of Units No. of adoption applications processed

2 �� (SWD) 282 (�� !"#) (Local adoption applications)

2�� !"  (NGO) 41 (�� !"#) (Overseas adoption applications)

�� !"#$% Residential Child Care Services

�� ! �� ! �� !"

No. of Centres No. of Places Average Enrolment Rate

(as at end March 2003) (as at end March 2003) (for the year 2002-03)

�� ! 5 670 90.4%

Foster Care Service

�� 6 387 90.5%

Children’s Home

�� ! 119 952 93.1%

Small Group Home

�� ! 1 15 91.7%

Boys’ Hostel

�� ! 3 65 72.2%

Girls’ Hostel

�� �� !"#$% 4 421 74.3%

Boys’ Homes with School on Site

�� �� !"#$%& 3 195 85%

Boys’ Homes without School on Site

�� �� !"#$% 2 188 76.7%

Girls’ Homes with School on Site

�� �� !"#$%& 1 30 80.6%

Girls’ Homes without School on Site

�� !"#$% 1 80 53.4%

SWD Residential Units

Services and Statistics (2002-03)

�� !"# Child Welfare Services
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Protection of a child’s interest and rights is
one of the key objectives of the Department’s
family services.  While some of the child
welfare services, being part and parcel
of the family services, are already covered
in the previous chapter, this chapter
focuses on services relating to the provision
and arrangement of a safe and intimate
environment where children with varying
needs can grow and develop into healthy
and responsible members of society.
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�� !"# Child Care Centre Services

�� ! �� ! �� 

No. of Centres No. of Places Utilisation Rate

�� !"#$% 258 29 283 87%

Aided Day Nursery

�� !"#$% 17 1 113 84%

Aided Day Crèche

�� !"# 232 726 62%

Occasional Child Care Service

�� !"# 118 1 680 54%

Extended Hours Service

�� !"# 15 (��) (SWD) 364 �� 

Mutual Help Child Care Centre 11 (�� !") (NGO) Not applicable
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Highlight of the Year

Rationalisation of Child Care Services

With the continuing shrinkage in child population and the changing

demand of parents on the service delivery model of day nurseries (DNs)

and day crèches (DCs), the Department has taken corresponding

measures including:

 closure of DNs and DCs or reduction of their capacities in low

demand areas, making a total DN and DC provision at 29 283

and 1 113 places respectively;

 using new DN premises coming on stream in 2002-03 for

reprovisioning the existing under-utilised child care centres upon

their closure;

 review of the Extended Hours Service and unifying the subvention

mode, at the same time, adjusting the serving hours of the low-

utilised section so as to achieve optimal use of resources; and

 exploration on the development of more flexible types of alternative

day child care services such as supervised child-minding service

and day foster care service.
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�� !�� !"#$%&�� !"#$%&'�� �� !"# �
�� !   Mr Fung Pak-yan, Assistant Director (Family and Child Welfare),
joined the foster families in a family day camp

�� !"#$%&'()*
The Christmas Party cum Opening Day
of the Chuk Yuen Children Reception Centre
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Rationalisation of Residential Child Care Services

To maximize the use of existing resources for residential child care

services, the Department has put forward the following rationalisation

plans / actions:

 subsequent to a review of the residential services for girls with

emotional and behavioural problems, Wai Yee Hostel was closed in

March 2003 with resources transferred to NGOs to provide additional

placements for the girls in need;

 service of Chuk Yuen Children Reception Centre (CYCRC) would be

hived off to a NGO through a package of in-situ expansion and

emergency foster care service.  This is expected to take place within

2003;

 foster care service, which is a more flexible child care option for

children, will be further developed – on top of the 60 additional foster

care places and 30 emergency foster care places introduced in

2002-03, another 60 foster care places will be provided in April 2003.

Subsequent to the closure of CYCRC, there will be a further provision

of 15 emergency foster care places, making a total of 45 such places

in 2003-04 to meet emergency needs; and

 a 2-year pilot project on day foster care service operated by NGO

was implemented in April 2003 to provide not less than 10 day foster

care places in Tuen Mun for children of working parents or from

families with social needs.
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Harmonisation of Pre-primary Services

Following the public consultation in May 2002, the Working Party on

Harmonisation of Pre-primary Services, with representatives from the

Health, Welfare and Food Bureau, the Education and Manpower Bureau

(EMB) and SWD, modified the Harmonisation proposal and reported

progress to the Legislative Council Panel on Education, Social Welfare

Advisory Committee and Education Commission in February and March

2003.  A special team jointly set up by EMB and SWD has been

working on the implementation details, including amendments of

the Education Ordinance and the Child Care Services Ordinance with

a view to achieving harmonisation of pre-primary services in the

2004/05 school year.

Adoption

A task force was set up together with representatives from Health,

Welfare & Food Bureau, and Department of Justice to deliberate the

proposed legislative amendments with a view to improving the current

adoption practices and giving legal effect of the Hague Convention

on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of Intercountry

Adoption in Hong Kong.


