Residential care services for elders aim to
provide residential care and facilities for
elders aged 65 or above who, for personal,
social, health and/or other reasons, cannot
adequately be taken care of at home. Persons
aged between 60 and 64 may apply if there is
a proven need.

Residential Care Services include Homes for the
Aged, Care and Attention Homes for the Elderly and

Nursing Homes.

A Home for the Aged provides residential care, meals
and a limited degree of assistance in activities of daily
living for elders who are unable to live independently in
the community yet are not dependent on assistance with
personal or nursing care, and are assessed to be of no
or mild impairment level under the Standardised Care
Need Assessment Mechanism for Elderly Services.

With effect from 1 January 2003, the Social Welfare
Department has ceased to accept new applications for
placement in (i) Hostels for the Elderly and [ii) Homes
for the Aged. Starting from 2005-06, these places have
gradually been phased out and converted into care-
and-attention places providing a continum-of-care.
Self-care hostel places have already completed the
conversion.

A Care and Attention Home for the Elderly provides
residential care, meals, personal care and limited
nursing care for elders who suffer from poor health or
physical/mild mental disabilities with deficiency in
activities of daily living but are mentally suitable for
communal living, and are assessed to be of moderate
impairment level under the Standardised Care Need
Assessment Mechanism for Elderly Services.

A Nursing Home provides residential care, meals,
personal care, regular basic medical and nursing care,
and social support for elders who suffer from poor
health or physical/mental disabilities with deficiency in
activities of daily living but are mentally suitable for
communal living, and are assessed to be of severe
impairment level under the Standardised Care Need
Assessment Mechanism for Elderly Services. A

Nursing Home aims to provide residential care for
elders who, as a result of deterioration in their
health condition, cannot adequately be taken care of in
Care and Attention Homes for the Elderly yet do not
require the intensive medical and nursing care
provided in infirmaries.

Infirmary Units are structures physically set up in some
subvented residential care homes for the elderly with
additional provision of nursing staff for maintaining and
supporting elderly residents who have been assessed
to be so chronically ill or disabled as to require infirmary
care in the existing homes.

In addition, temporary accommodation, including
Emergency Placement Service and Residential
Respite Service, provides short-term accommodation
for elders with urgent or temporary care needs.

Purpose and Objectives

The objectives of residential care services for elders are:

e to provide residential care and facilities for those
who, for personal, social, health and/or other
reasons, are unable to live at home;

e to promote and maintain the health of elders as far
as possible, and assist them with their varying
personal care needs and daily living activities; and

e to meet the social and recreational needs of
residents and promote interpersonal relationship
among residents in the homes.

Application Procedures

To apply/request referral for residential care services,
elders or their families may approach Integrated
Family Service Centres operated by the Social Welfare
Department or non-governmental organisations,
Medical Social Services Units operated by the Social
Welfare Department or the Hospital Authority,
District Elderly Community Centres, Neighbourhood
Elderly Centres or other service units e.g. Family
and Child Protective Services Units.

Please visit the website of the Social
Welfare Department at www.swd.gov.hk for details.
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