B " What can | do if | worry that my mum and dad

" ’( won't accept my opinion?
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Apart from your parents, you can also express your opinion to the social
worker who prepares the investigation report for your family to the Court.
The social worker can help you reflect your feeling, needs and opinions to

the Judge so that the Judge will understand your present situation.

«What is investigation report?

If your parents cannot agree between themselves on your living arrangement

- or when the Judge of the Family Court has concerns about it, the Court may

order the social worker of the Social Welfare Department to understand
your family situation and prepare an investigation report. The social worker
will meet you and your parents separately. He / She will meet with you and
your mum / dad jointly, if necessary. He / She may also contact other family
members of yours or those persons who know about you such as your

grandparents and your school teachers, etc.

After meeting you and your family members, the social worker will prepare
the investigation report so that the Judge will understand you and your
family’s situation. Then, the Judge will meet your mum and dad to decide
your care arrangement as well as how you can maintain contact or meet the
parent who is not living with you. The Judge will consider the best interest

for you and your siblings first before making a decision.

Thus, you can inform the social worker your usual life pattern, your feeling
towards your parents’ divorce, your views and worries towards the future
arrangement. You can also request to meet the Judge and express your

views directly.

al 5) ~What is custody and access?

')‘\ Custody and access are legal terms. Custody is the responsibility given to
“both or either one of the parents by the Court to make decision for and take

care of their children when they divorce. Access is the time and means
allowing children to meet with their mum or dad who is not living with them.

For divorce cases, the Judge will make decision on the child custody and

access arrangement.

6) ‘Gan | meet my mum or dad who lives apart?

i i
' d\;--"-You may worry that you cannot meet the parent who is not living with you.

y Indeed, it is your right to keep in touch with the parent who lives apart. You

can tell the social worker your will and worries so that the Judge can make

an order that suits you.

{ 7);’ If L. feel unhappy, where can | seek help?
"~ You may not be able to adjust to all the changes at once. Yet, the problem
“can be resolved. If you are worried about your future arrangement, you may

directly ask your parents or tell them about your feelings.

The social worker who prepares the social investigation report for your
family is willing to listen to you. He / She can provide you with counselling or
introduce appropriate services to you. You may also share with someone you

trust, such as seniors, teachers, school counsellors or social workers, etc.

Remember, don’t hide your worries, and share your feelings with someone

you trust.

If you have some more questions, or need other help or services, you are

welcome to contact your social worker.

Name of social worker :
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1)

What is divorce?

" When your mum and dad have problems in their relationship that cannot
be (esolved, they may consider separation or divorce. Divorce is a legal
procedure to end a marriage which means that your mum and dad would

not live together any more.

What changes will | come across when

my mum and dad divorce?

When your mum and dad divorce, the changes you may face include:

e You may move away from your present home, reside with either your
mum or your dad, or other relatives.

¢ You may not be able to see the parent who is not living with you every day.

e Your daily routine may be changed following the change of job or

economic condition of your mum or dad.

Usually, your mum and dad would discuss and agree on your living

arrangement. Therefore, you can tell them your views, and express your

feelings and worries.




