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Foreword

The Child Protection Registry (CPR) has been computerised and administered
by the Family and Child Welfare Branch of the Social Welfare Department (SWD) since
June 1994. Functions of the CPR include case registration, case checking and
provision of statistical information on registered cases involving children having been
harmed/maltreated or currently at risk of harm/maltreatment. Service units of both
SWD and Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) may register cases handled by
them with the CPR.  Following the review of the CPR and the revision of the data input
forms adopted for reporting child protection cases to the CPR, the CPR was further

enhanced in September 2022 to capture more information on the cases.

Since 1996, statistical reports on the CPR have been published on an annual
basis to provide general information and demographic data on registered cases involving
children having been harmed/maltreated or currently at risk of harm/maltreatment in the
year. This report, “Statistical Report 2023, consists of two parts. Part 1 is on the
cases registered in 2023 and Part 2 is on a comparison of newly registered cases from
2021 to 2023. In each part, general information on the cases and descriptive data on

the characteristics of the children and the perpetrators are presented.

Family and Child Welfare Branch
Social Welfare Department

May 2024
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Part 1 £—45
Newly Registered Cases in 2023

2023 FHHERCERE

There were 1 457 newly registered cases in 2023.
16 2023 5 1457 EH B EZE -

1.1 General Information

AR

1.11  Types of Harm/Maltreatment
= AP

Among the newly registered cases in 2023, 41.3% were physical harm/abuse,
34.9% were sexual abuse, 21.3% were neglect, 2.0% were multiple harm/abuse and
0.5% were psychological harm/abuse (Graph 1).

£ 2023 RS EES > 413% LEBREET ERF
34.9% RMERIL > 21.3% Ry BIERA > 2.0% R ZHER > BLk 0.5% B
LEEGE ERE D) -

Graph 1: Distribution of Newly Registered Cases by Types of Harm/Maltreatment for 2023
1 : 2023 S5 G ECiEFEHER]
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1.1.2  Distribution by District
B4R

The three districts with the highest number of newly registered cases having
the maltreatment incidents taking place were Yuen Long District (13.5%), Kwun Tong
District (9.6%) and Tuen Mun District (9.1%) (Graph 2). Table 1 shows the incidence
rate per 1 000 children (aged 0—17) population in different districts with the three
districts having the highest incidence rate highlighted.

B EED  FEKRZELEMD 3 (EH & 52 T
15 (13.5%)~ B % 16 (9.6 %) M FI1& (9.1%) ([ 2)- % 1 BUR & E A 1 000
ZREAOMGERNF 0E 17 ONEREFFER > FEREEH
3 {1 it & DLBH B AR e

Graph 2: Distribution of Newly Registered Cases by District for 2023
2 1 2023 B EETREHE

Number of Cases {EZ#H

0 50 100 150 200 250

Central and Western 75E [ 24 (1.6%)
Southern FFlE [ 38 (2.6%)
Islands S5l I 32 (2.2%)
Eastern 5% [ 80 (5.5%)
Wan Chai #{7l& [l 20 (1.4%)
Kowloon City J1FENE N 63 (4.3%)
Yau Tsim Mong 2ol l@ I 88 (6.0%)
Sham Shui Po Z/KiSE I 131 (9.0%)
Wong Tai Sin = A I 63 (4.7%)
SaiKung P [ 55 (3.8%)
Kwun Tong BEE I 140 (9.6%)
ShaTin7bMHE I 74 (5.1%)
Tai Po Al I 44 (3.0%)
North JblE M 63 (4.3%)
Yuen long JubAlE: . 197 (13.5%)
Tsuen Wan 25 (% [ 45 (3.1%)
Kwai Tsing 247515 | 90 (6.2%)
Tuen Mun il I 133 (9.1%)
Outside Hong Kong #5545 [ 32 (2.2%)
Unknown ERIAEE I 40 (2.7%)



Table 1 - Distribution of Newly Registered Cases and Incidence Rate by District
R 1- BEFSECEEEE ERBHRER

Incidence Rate
Per 1 000 Children

D;;;Ej“ N{% f;;;ées Aged 0— 17 in the District

== ~ ERNE 1000 0-17 3%

RENEREGRER
Central and Western ‘075 & 24 (1.6%) 0.85
Southern F§l& 38 (2.6%) 1.16
Islands BEE & 32 (2.2%) 1.06
Eastern 3[& 80 (5.5%) 1.30
Wan Chai B{F & 20 (1.4%) 1.03
Kowloon City J1FEIRE 63 (4.3%) 1.12
Yau Tsim Mong JHRHFE 88 (6.0%) 2.16
Sham Shui Po E/KHE 131 (9.0%) 2.18
Wong Tai Sin &= A& 68 (4.7%) 1.56
Sai Kung FHE & 55 (3.8%) 0.83
Kwun Tong BiEE 140 (9.6%) 1.72
Sha Tin YPHE 74 (5.1%) 0.81
Tai Po KIHE 44 (3.0%) 1.09
North JEi& 63 (4.3%) 1.41
Yuen Long L& 197 (13.5%) 2.18
Tsuen Wan Z58[& 45 (3.1%) 1.06
Kwai Tsing Z&F & 90 (6.2%) 1.56
Tuen Mun P& 133 (9.1%) 1.94
Outside Hong Kong F#EDIS 32 (2.2%) N.A.
Unknown A&1H 40 (2.7%) N.A.
Total KE=T 1457 (100%) 1.52

Note: Statistics are compiled using the land-based non-institutional population figures obtained from the
General Household Survey in 2023 conducted by the Census and Statistics Department.

it GETEEERIEBURGETR S 2023 FETISGEEF SR AT LIRER A O8RS -




1.1.3  Multi-disciplinary Case Conference on Protection of Child with
Suspected Maltreatment

RERREZENAESEREXTR

Out of the 1 457 newly registered cases, multi-disciplinary case conferences
on Protection of Child with Suspected Maltreatment (MDCCs) were conducted for
1 365 cases (93.7%). A total of 1 394 MDCCs were held for discussion about the
nature of the incidents, risk level and follow-up plans for these 1365 cases. 1 078
MDCCs (77.3%) were held with family participation (Graph 3).

fE 1457 ERTELER D - H 1365 F{EHFK(93.7%) 87 T &
1394 RIBHWERZEGRESHEEE GRS EEGH) LTHz
5 HO R R B M R - B 1 078 R % B @ 6 (77.3%)
5 BE AR 2 (8 3) <

Graph 3: Family Participation in Multi-disciplinary Case Conference for 2023
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1.1.4 Risk Factors of Child Maltreatment at the Time of
Identification/Disclosure/Investigation

A B8R AR E R EARERE R

There may be circumstances giving rise to a number of risk factors which
were observed when child maltreatment was identified/disclosed/investigated. These
circumstances were categorised into four subgroups, i.e. (a) factors relating to
child/children; (b) factors relating to perpetrator(s); (c) factors relating to environmental
or social circumstances; and (d) factors relating to the precipitating incident. The list
of circumstances under each subgroup is appended below:

A 155 EE B P R AR B H G N R S
AEBERGIE - ZFBERA R4 [ H(a) BEEARBAYRE:
(b) BEENAFRAKRE S (o) BEREERIFHANANR @ LK
(d) S EFRFRNER - SoHETEENFILEIOT ¢

a)  Factors relating to child/children

B EHBEANRNER

1. School attendance /performance problem
SR B R

2. Behavioural problem
1T R 8

3. Emotional /psychological problem
H&& OB S

4. Mental illness like schizophrenia, major depression, anxiety disorders, etc.
& U B4R oy 2~ T~ BEE

5. Mental retardation including slow learning or developmental delay
BT 4% B TE B E R 4 B AR

6.  Special educational needs like Autism, Attention Deficit /Hyperactivity
Disorder, Dyslexia, Specific Learning Disorder, etc.
RRABEFEENBEM FxN A e /BEERE - EFEBE
B 5 B

7. lllness /physical disability
S E AR

8.  Unwanted child /pregnancy
KEAHER HE 2

9.  Long period of separation from parents in early infancy (i.e. separation for
one year or over before the age of 5)
11 B8 £ I HH & W1 B A2 R 73 B (BIAE 70 % < Fil B2 3¢ B 57 Bl 8 4
—H L)

10. Infants/toddlers with caring difficulties
7 IR Y B2 4 5




b)

Factors relating to perpetrator(s) (for case where parent(s) is/are perpetrator(s))

HEEHEN A NBBERNEFEZ AL EXEHEZE)

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Superstitious belief

# 5 EE

Marital problem

98 1A 1 R

In-law relationship problem

90A L T8 (% i) R

Emotional /psychological problem

B LM 3

Mental illness /retardation including slow learning or developmental delay
Rt B 7 8 G L h 2R AR B R

Illness /physical disability

BRI 55

Immaturity /extreme self-centredness
AR E B

Incompetence in child rearing /lack of parenting skills
BRI A ' = B N RERY TS

High expectation on child-in-question
HEEHENEHES

Undesirable habits (e.g. gambling, indulgence in internet surfing)
A RIS (20 8 18~ 0k F4Y)

Heavy /chronic use of drug

B R Y

Heavy /chronic use of alcohol

W% B R

Intimate partner violence

HEFERET

Refuse to cooperate with professionals /evasive
E@EEZE N LEGF/hE

Being perpetrator(s) of previous child maltreatment case /case with high
risk of maltreatment

GEERMEE "FBERGCHNEZENGE RENA
Have a set of cultural beliefs that differs from local social norms

A RIS A 1t g 8RR Y SO BB R



d)

Factors relating to environmental or social circumstances

B s i st F RO A BB N 2R

1.

Financial difficulty /unemployment

KER IR B R

Housing problem /poor living environment
FREME & EEREES

Perpetrator(s) cannot cope with family crisis /stressors

GEREN NEEEMNRERE BT

Lack of support system (e.g. spouse, grandparents, relatives, friends, etc.)
ih = LA (BIE S ~ tHCRE AMHC R - BB - IR
%)

Lack of community resources (e.g. day child care centre, neighbourhood
support child care project, tutorial class, etc.)

fih = 11 & &R (B 40 3 R 4 52 dr 0 ~ A S 3% 4 B IR AT
HEWE)
Perpetrator(s) (non-family member) can easily access to the child

BERENANCERERB)EARE S HBE FEHE

Factors relating to the precipitating incident

B[S E A RAY N

1.

Incident was severe and/or of high frequency

F B E K BRI E

Location of injury on delicate and/or extensive body parts
SR A2 5 kKB %m 25
Cause of injuries unknown

215 IR R A B



Table 2 — Major Risk Factors of Child Maltreatment
R2- ERBENEEGCHAR

Risk Factors of Child Maltreatment
[E B EER R

No. of Newly Registered Cases with the Risk
Factors of Child Maltreatment Identified

HAERBEMERNH B HEBE

Factors relating to child/children

B EARIVAR

843 (57.9%)

Factors relating to perpetrator(s)

BEEHEN A AARIINER

911 (62.5%)

Factors relating to environmental or social
circumstances

BT B SR ARV IR R

666 (45.7%)

Factors relating to the precipitating incident

B15 [ S PRRIINER

342 (23.5%)

Note : One case may have more than one risk factor.
risk factors of child maltreatment in respect of a total of 1 457 cases in 2023.

it BFREZEATREA 2 | TGN - fESNAVETEE 2023 £ B e R ER G S

FHEH 1457 FEREGRNEITE -
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Figures in brackets are the percentage of cases with the




In 2023, a larger proportion (62.5%) of the cases having risk factors relating
to perpetrator(s), followed by factors relating to child/children (Table 2). Table 3a
shows the number of cases with the risk factors relating to child/children. Table 3b
shows the number of cases with the risk factors relating to perpetrator(s). Table 3¢
shows the number of cases with the risk factors relating to environmental or social
circumstances. Table 3d shows the number of cases with the risk factors relating to
the precipitating incident.

£ 2023 &> FIZHE(62.5%) 1 GHERNZHEEREN AE
B HRNEBHEABNRZ(E2) - Elall nBRRZHEEESH
PEZEEH - & 3b B rnEHRAZHEERENAFROMEEZEE -
FI3cHTNGHRRZHBERESTIRTEERNEZXEH - £ 3dETE

WNRES[FEFARNEEEE -

Table 3a — Factors Relating to Child/Children
* 3a - HEEAMNEER

No. of Newly Registered Cases
Factors Relating to Child/Children with the Risk Factor
HEEARMNEER 2 AR R MR R R & 5
E&H
School attendance /performance problem o
B I S R PR 202 (24.0%)
Behavioural problem o
B R 411 (48.8%)
Emotion /psychological problem o
Wkt L BRI 265 (31.4%)
Mental illness like schizophrenia, major depression, anxiety
disorders, etc. 70 (8.3%)
FE TP GRS fH o 32 ~ H1 ~ BEEE S
Mental retardation including slow learning or developmental
delay 68 (8.1%)
BB AR S B G B R AR
Special educational need
246 (29.2°
BB ERE 6 (292%)
Illness /physical disability
. 17 (2.0%
7 M7 (@20%)
Unwanted child /pregnancy 18 (2.1%)
SRR R E A
Long period of separation from parents in early infancy (i.e.
separation for one year or over before the age of 5) 26 (3.1%
FESE PSR AL 5 53 BRI T8 2 PR 5353 (3-1%)
LA E)
Infants/toddlers with caring difficulties o
B TR LY 5 2e0%)
Others
i 24 (2.8%)

11




Table 3b — Factors Relating to Perpetrator(s)
xR 3b- HEEEENAFRNENER

No. of Newly Registered Cases

Factors Relating to Perpetrator(s) with the Risk Factor
HEE R BN AARHRER DAL NER N EN: O W
E®H
Superstitious belief 4(0.4%)

A A
#h(E 8

Marital problem
AR TR

201 (22.1%)

In-law relationship problem

AR R (A 21 (2.3%)
%n%%tl/o?tgé}é:ﬁ%oglcal problem B
e A 10.1.1%)
I;g;g;r/ltj}: E; %tg%e l:;eltéf:—centlredness 27 (3.0%)

Incompetence in child rearing /lack of parenting skills

BRI e iR Z R NSCEHEIETS

435 (47.7%)

High expectation on child-in-question

HESHENYEE

127 (13.9%)

Undesirable habits (e.g. gambling, indulgence in internet
surfing)

HA BEEF(BILETE ~ ik E49Y)

32 (3.5%)

Heavy /chronic use of drug

By RIE I 4EY)

178 (19.5%)

Heavy /chronic use of alcohol

BRI

37 (4.1%)

Intimate partner violence

HEHEEFES]

30 (3.3%)

Refuse to cooperate with professionals /evasive

BB NG F Sk

107 (11.7%)

Being perpetrator(s) of previous child maltreatment case

/case with high risk of maltreatment 57 (6.3%)
W EEEZE A E R EEAEZENGE R EA

Have a set of cultural beliefs that differs from local social

norms 18 (2.0%)
AR A HH E Y S B

%ﬁﬁrs 22 (2.4%)

12




Table 3¢ — Factors Relating to Environmental or Social Circumstances

R 3o - HBESMEIRUAMNER

Factors Relating to Environmental or
Social Circumstances

BB SR AR R R

No. of Newly Registered Cases
with the Risk Factor

& B AR B SRR R A B 5T
E®H

Financial difficulty /Junemployment
ST EE RS

159 (23.9%)

Housing problem /poor living environment

EEMEfEEREES

97 (14.6%)

Perpetrator(s) cannot cope with Family crisis /stressors

(5% A EA AR ST BET

123 (18.5%)

Lack of support system (e.g. spouse, grandparents, relatives,
friends, etc.)

R = 2% 2R (BIANECAE ~ tHCRE IMESCEE ~ ¥ ~ 1
KE)

331 (49.7%)

Lack of community resource (e.g. day child care centre,
neighbourhood support child care project, tutorial class, etc.)

B BRI R4 5L 4 2 B 4 5L 33 (8.0%)
AT E - BEHE)

Perpetrator(s) (non-family member) can easily access to the

child 206 (30.9%)
GEHEN ANCERENR 2 EHRE Sl E FiE

Others 10 (1.5%)

LA

Table 3d — Factors Relating to the Precipitating Incident
2 3d- HES[HBEAARNAR

Factors Relating to the Precipitating Incident
HE [ REAAMNEE

No. of Newly Registered Cases
with the Risk Factor

# B AR BRI e R A & 5T E
FEH

Incident was severe and/or of high frequency

SRR B E

235 (68.7%)

Location of injury on delicate and/or extensive body parts

FESREAETIE L2 B R SR G B a2 5

93 (27.2%)

Cause of injuries unknown

SR 34 09%)
h
Oﬁt {Jgs 11 (3.2%)
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1.2 Characteristics of Children
FREAVRFRE

1.2.1 Distribution of Children by Sex
SERVMR]

There were more girls (60.4%) than boys (39.6%) among the newly registered

cases in 2023 (Graph 4). Table 4 shows the Distribution of Newly Registered Cases
and Incidence Rate by Sex.

fE 2023 FEFTE L IEE T - B H (60.4%)8 B (39.6%) %
(I 4) » % 4 BTV I 8155 09 57 % 30 (8 %€ B0 B R IE 53K 0 8 2 32 -

Graph 4 - Number of Cases by Distribution of Children by Sex for 2023
4 - 2023 fEE R EMRIE 2 EEEE

Boys B
577 (39.6%)

Girls Z &
880 (60.4%)

Total &&8:
1 457 children B

= Boys BB#E = Girls ZE

Table 4 - Distribution of Newly Registered Cases and Incidence Rate by Sex
4 EEREN B EERE REREARER

Incidence Rate Per 1 000 Children Aged
Sex No. of Cases 0 — 17 in the Population
il {EZXERH 1000 & 0-17 3%
HEACNEREHSER
Boys & 577 1.17
Girls Z & 880 1.91
Total 488 1457 1.52

Note: Statistics are compiled according to the land-based non-institutional population figures obtained from the
General Household Survey in 2023 conducted by the Census and Statistics Department.

i HETETRIMBBUTAET R 2023 FRETIGE P AT A TSI EIRER A8 4RE -
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A breakdown of the sex of children by types of harm/maltreatment indicated
that girls have a higher proportion in sexual abuse cases, accounting for 50% of the total
number of girls, whereas boys have a higher proportion in physical harm/abuse cases,
accounting for 55.3% of the total number of boys (Graph 5).

BHEE /ERFENSTAEENYHEETER  LEEHERE
BEERL AR S - (GRS L EHEE 50.0% s MBEAESEBESE
EREENLAIERE > (558 B EPEE 55.3% (& 5) -

Graph 5 - Distribution of Children by Sex and by Types of Harm/Maltreatment for 2023
52023 SRR GEE ERAERE T ZEREAR

500
440
450 (50.0%)
400
350 319
(55.3%)
283
[
ﬁk 300 2.2%)
@
- 250
2
e}
S 200 171
u (29.6%)
o
g 150
€
>
=z
100
50 p 15 14
o ?5’cy60 1 (2.6%{1.6%)
0 : I
Physical Neglect Sexual Abuse Psychological Multiple
Harm/Abuse i 2 HERA =2 Harm/Abuse Harm/Abuse
SHRGE ER DEMEE ER LAEEST

HBoys B5E W Girls ZLE

Note: Figure in bracket represents percentage of that type of harm/maltreatment in respect of the
corresponding sex of children.

it ARV HARSE S ERENEZ REMAEE ot
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1.2.2  Distribution of Children by Age
SRENER

The highest percentage (28.3%) of the age group among the newly registered
cases was 12 to 14 (Graph 6). Table 5 shows the distribution of children of different
age groups by types of harm/maltreatment with the highest numbers highlighted.

R EED - 12 £ 14 phE [ E B H LR &G (28.3%)H7
FUHRBIE 6) - & S HEEF RERFENE R A FFEHAYRE A
B AP RN N B Z R A -

Graph 6 - Distribution of Children by Age for 2023
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Table S — Distribution of Children by Age and by Types of Harm/Maltreatment

RS- HERKEE EAENEIS REAR

Types of Harm/maltreatment {52 EREEH]
Physical Psychological ]
;%e% Harn);/Abuse Neglect Sexual Abuse HZrm/Al%use H;\f;l/glﬁlelse Total
SHRGE/ G ez OEGE " L
=gs; B
0-2 36 151 0 2 190
3-5 61 61 9 0 4 135
6-8 121 44 26 1 2 194
9-11 170 32 79 2 8 291
12-14 148 17 236 2 9 412
15-17 66 5 158 2 4 235
Total &8 602 310 509 7 29 1457
1.2.3  Distribution of Children by Age, by Sex and by Types of
Harm/Maltreatment
RENFE - HHREE AR
Girls Z &

Table 6 shows the distribution of girls of different age groups by types of
harm/maltreatment, with the highest numbers highlighted.

x® 6 HBEEFENE DA FEFHRENNYLENE > LG

RN (§- 4RI

Table 6 — Distribution of Girls by Age and by Types of Harm/Maltreatment
Ro6- HERKIKEBE /REREEHINESLEANE

Types of Harm/maltreatment 5% /FEREE

Age Physical Psychological Multiple
R Harm/Abuse Neglect Sexual Abuse | Harm/Abuse Harm/Abuse Total
SRREE G R e (EREZ ] LDHEEE S SEEE B
B3 REf

0-2 16 64 1 0 1 82

3-5 32 30 6 0 2 70

6-8 53 18 22 0 0 93

9-11 65 15 64 2 5 151

12 -14 76 9 211 1 3 300

15-17 41 3 136 1 3 184

Total &85 283 139 440 4 14 880
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Boys B &

Table 7 shows the distribution of boys of different age groups by types of
harm/maltreatment, with the highest numbers highlighted.

* T HEEGEEFENESAFRERENNFEENE > LLEE
R N Bae 2 ey Al -

Table 7 — Distribution of Boys by Age and by Types of harm/maltreatment
RT- HERREE BRI BEANR

Types of Harm/maltreatment {55 FERE R

Physical Psychological .
;%e% Harrz/Abuse Neglect Sexual Abuse HZrm/Al%use H:f;l/gl;)llelse Total
SREE B R iREZIY LEBE S SRR BB
Ef B
0-2 20 87 0 0 1 108
3-5 29 31 3 0 2 65
6-8 68 26 4 1 2 101
9-11 105 17 15 0 3 140
12-14 72 8 25 1 6 112
15-17 25 2 22 1 1 51
Total 4855 319 171 69 3 15 577
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1.2.4  Ethnicity of Children
5B

According to the figures on the ethnicity of children newly registered in 2023,
most children (90.7%) were Chinese while the total number of children of the six ethnic
minorities, including Indonesian, Filipino, Indian, Pakistani, Nepalese and Thai, is 39
(2.6%) in 2023 (Table 8).

R 2023 EF B L ZTERENELREFY  REZSHE A
(90.7%) > 55F 39 #1(2.7%)REAKE 6 H/VE RS > WiEHE A ~ FF
FEEANEIEA - BEEEA - 0l AMZEE A (K 8) -

Table 8 - Ethnicity of Children

%= 8- HEMER
Ethnicity G5 REeb iy
Chinese ZE A 1322 (90.7%)
Indonesian E[JJg A 9 (0.6%)
Filipino JEHZE A 9 (0.6%)
Indian E[JJE A 3(0.2%)
Pakistani F2ECHTEH A 15 (1.0%)
Nepalese J&HER A 3 (0.2%)
Thai ZZE A 0 (0.0%)
Vietnamese #{EG A 2 (0.1%)
Bengali & I A 1 (0.1%)
Japanese H A A 1 (0.1%)
Australian M A 2 (0.1%)
British BZE A 2 (0.1%)
American B A 1 (0.1%)
New Zealander 475 RE A 1 (0.1%)
African FEIN A 3 (0.2%)
Others HAtf 4 (0.3%)
Unknown &R EE 79 (5.4%)
Total ZEE 1 457 (100%)
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1.2.5  Distribution of Children by Types of Children's Disabilities and by
Types of Harm/Maltreatment

SERRMEE ERER

Among the 1457 newly registered cases in 2023, 32.6% (475 cases) of the
children were reported to have one or more than one type of disability. 13.9% (202
cases) of the children were reported to have Attention Deficit /Hyperactivity Disorder
(ADHD). 6.2% (90 cases) of the children were reported to have Specific Learning
Difficulties while 5.8% (85 cases) of the children were reported to have autism (Table
9).

1E 2023 4 1 457 S2E B EEd > 32.6% (475 %) SEH
—IHEZ N —HEE  13.9% 202 %) HRERHBEERE HE
AR 6.2% (090 %) HWEERKESER ) BH 5.8% 85 %) HESE
HHBEMEGER9) -
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Table 9 - Children's Disabilities by Types of Harm/Maltreatment

®9- REREMEE EEREH

Types of Harm/maltreatment {528 ERER]

Types of Physical Psychological Multiole
Disabilities Harm/Abuse Neglect | Sexual Abuse | Harm/Abuse Harm/ A[;)use Total
b2yl BEHEE/ | GiRRE | ERE LEBE STEELS SR
Y Eff ‘
Attention Deficit
ety 115 19 65 0 3 202
19.1% 6.1% 12.8% 0.0% 10.3% 13.9%
BRI (19.1%) (6.1%) (12.8%) (0.0%) (10.3%) | ( 0)
NS
Autism 50 9 24 0 2 85
H BAYE (8.3%) (2.9%) (4.7%) (0.0%) (6.9%) (5.8%)
Hearing Impairment 3 0 4 0 0 7
T [ het (0.5%) (0.0%) (0.8%) (0.0%) (0.0%) (0.5%)
Intellectual Disability 20 14 21 0 1 56
Zan =y (3.3%) (4.5%) (4.1%) (0.0%) (3.4%) (3.8%)
Physical Disability 2 5 5 0 0 12
i e (0.3%) (1.6%) (1.0%) (0.0%) 0.0%) | (0.8%)
Mental Illness 20 1 58 2 0 81
X (3.3%) (0.3%) (11.4%) (28.6%) 0.0%) | (5.6%)
e NS RS BT TR BT
e — (7.5%) (4.2%) (5.7%) (0.0%) (10.3%) | (6.2%)
Speech Impairment 32 18 15 0 1 66
= Bl (5.3%) (5.8%) (2.9%) (0.0%) (3.4%) (4.5%)
Visceral Disability 0 2 0 0 0 2
o B (0.0%) (0.6%) (0.0%) (0.0%) (0.0%) (0.1%)
Visual Impairment 0 0 0 0 0 0
i [t (0.0%) (0.0%) (0.0%) (0.0%) (0.0%) (0.0%)
Others 19 22 10 0 1 52
Hoth (3.2%) (7.1%) (2.0%) (0.0%) (3.4%) | (3.6%)
No- of Children with 214 76 175 2 8 475
Disabilities % 24.5% 34.4% 28.6% 27.6%) | (32.6%
g (35.5%) (24.5%) (34.4%) (28.6%) (27.6%) | (32.6%)
Total No. of
Children by Types of
harm/maltreatment (18334) (13(1)24) (1(51324) (10(7)%) (10202%) (110‘:5'/70)
g Y~ bl
HrHY AR
Note:  One child may have more than one type of disability. The total number of children with disabilities does not equal to

the total number of children in each type of harm/maltreatment.

of the types of disability corresponding to that type of harm/maltreatment.

The figures in the brackets represent the percentages

For example, out of 602 physical

harm/abuse cases, there are 214 children having one or more than one type of disability, covering 35.5% of the total

number of physical harm/abuse cases.

19.1% of the total number of physical harm/abuse cases.
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There are 115 child victims of physical harm/abuse having ADHD, representing
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1.2.6  Living Arrangement of Children
SLERER

Among the 1 457 newly registered cases, 87.1% of the children were living
with both parents, one parent, or one parent with their cohabitant. 5.4% of them were
living in residential child care services including small group homes /foster homes
/institutions at the time of the maltreatment /suspected maltreatment (Graph 7).

1457 FHBwEES > 87.1% N2 EREHREE L HH
h—T0 /K BEG =T REREEFEEEE N 5.4% RELEZE
g2 B ERZREEERBERSE  BREREZR FERERE
Eht (8 7) -

Graph 7 - Distribution of Children by Living Arrangement for 2023
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1.3 Characteristics of Perpetrators

S L ER ARIRFR

There were 1 457 children and 1 539 perpetrators involved in the 2023 newly
registered cases. The total number of perpetrators did not equal to the total number of
children as one perpetrator might have harmed/maltreated one or more than one
child(ren) whereas one child could be harmed/maltreated by one or more than one
perpetrator(s).

2023 B EMEES R 1457 L5 EM 1539 LG EHE
AN-HR— ZEBERENAFTAIREGSE Ef —HZHR—RHE
M—BRERAEIENR -NEN—REERENAGE ERF &5
FREMNANEERZEREREBLAME -

1.3.1  Distribution of Perpetrators by Sex
SE B ARIHER]

There were more male perpetrators (834 persons, accounting 54.2% of the
total number of perpetrator) than female perpetrators (705 persons, accounting 45.8%
of the total number of perpetrator) in the 2023 newly registered cases (Graph 8). The
number of male perpetrators more involved in sexual abuse cases, accounting 60.4% of
the total number of male perpetrators. = Meanwhile, there were more female
perpetrators involved in physical harm/abuse and neglect cases, accounting 50.5% and
40.4% of the total number of female perpetrators respectively (Graph 9).

f£ 2023 > BHGEREAA(B34 A (HEEGE RE A
B 54.2%) LB EFE R EA A (705 A (LHHEE HEA AN FEE 45.8%)
57( 8- HMUEBERENASHRERUME EHEBELENA
G 60.4% o 2 E S A IR S o R I B E 1 I 22 1
BEE 22 > o G 2CME B 3 S B Y AN BB 50.5%701 40.4% (& 9) -

Graph 8 - Distribution of Perpetrators by Sex for 2023
8 — 2023 FEEE FHEAY AR

Female 7214
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Male 5%
834 (54.2%)

Total #&E:
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1539 HFEHENIA
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Graph 9 - Distribution of Perpetrators by Sex and
by Types of Harm/Maltreatment for 2023
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600
504
(60.4%)
500
[
E
2 400
= 356
ﬂ{[ﬂ (50.5%)
o
N 285
(%]
S 300 (40.4%)
o
©
s
7}
o
ft
o
G
< 200
I}
!
1S
=]
=
100
43
6.1%) 18 16
( 2 ;oi/) (2.2%)2.3%)
0.2%10.7%
0 I
Physical Harm/Abuse Neglect Sexual Abuse Psychological Multiple Harm/Abuse
SHEGE ER el [ERE2|N Harm/Abuse ZHIEREST

LRSS

Types of Harm /Maltreatment {525 FEFF AR
B Male 53 }4: (Total4& 85 = 834) B FemaleZ 1 (Total4& 8 = 705)

Note: Figure in brackets represents the percentage of male/female perpetrators for that type of harm/maltreatment
in respect of the corresponding groups (i.e. total number of male/female perpetrators).

it ERTPHEERERENE G E RENAEZGE  ERE SR I (EN B M G E R
EAOPN oLl ST P s

25



Number of Prepetrators {522 H &1 A8 H

1.3.2  Distribution of Perpetrators by Age
BERENANESR

Excluding the number of “Unknown”, the age group between 32 and 46 years
old represents the highest number of perpetrators in the 2023 child protection cases,
accounting for 40.6% of the total number of perpetrators (Graph 10). Most of the
perpetrators of sexual abuse and physical harm/abuse come from the age groups of 16
or below and 42 to 46, accounting for 19% and 21.5% of the total number of perpetrators
for the concerned type of harm/ maltreatment respectively. Table 10 shows the
distribution of perpetrators of different age groups by types of harm/maltreatment with
the highest number highlighted.

f£ 2023 B @ E T - bk " BRI A WEBH > FER
F 32 £ 46 A BIEBF FE_%E’J}\EP%H“%’? GG E REA AR %’Q
40.6% ([& 10) - ifi 16 pRECLL T A1 42 £ 46 5% 8 W F e 41 5 4£ 1 = I
B8 EE BRI ZE T Rk 28 o7 al b 3% E R B o 5 E R EAY
NBE19% 2 21.5% - £ 10 BRI G E R B E 77 A [F £ 6 41
BIHIG E B AR AN H > W LLB AR N B 2 Hy a1 -

Graph 10 - Distribution of Perpetrators by Age for 2023
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Table 10 —Distribution of Perpetrators by Age and by Types of Harm/Maltreatment for 2023

® 10 - HERKEE EAFEREISTEE REHIA

Types of Harm/Maltreatment {55 FEERHER

Age Physical Psychological Multiple
F Harm/Abuse Neglect [Sexual Abuse| Harm/Abuse Harm/Abuse Total
SEHEE | R HEIE | LEEES STEELS L 34
EfF EfF ’
16 or below
16 BT 1 1 104 0 0 106
17-21 3 6 70 0 0 79
22-26 12 19 43 0 4 78
27-31 52 46 20 1 0 119
32-36 96 89 16 2 5 208
37-41 116 88 13 0 7 224
42 — 46 132 38 17 2 4 193
47 - 51 71 15 7 1 6 100
52 -56 47 4 8 1 1 61
57 or above
57 BRLLE 44 8 18 0 3 73
Unknown &£ 40 23 231 0 4 298
Total Z&E 614 337 547 7 34 1539
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1.3.3  Distribution of Perpetrators by Sex, by Age and by Types of
Harm/Maltreatment

BHERENARMER - SR G E BRI
On Female Perpetrators Z" 4 (5 & 57 EH HI A

Table 11 shows the distribution of female perpetrators of different age groups
by types of harm/maltreatment, with the highest number highlighted.

R 125G E /ERERE A R E ik E R R MG E R E
A o 3l PRBR AR R N B B Al e

Table 11 — Distribution of Female Perpetrators by Age and by Types of Harm/Maltreatment
®1- EFEREKBESE EFENESLEGERENA

Types of Harm/Maltreatment {52 FEAEEH
Physical Psychological .
%%2 Harm/Abuse Neglect | Sexual Abuse | Harm/Abuse HMul/t:;)le Total
SEGE | BRRE | MR | DESES | | MK
EfF ERF )
16 or below
16 ZRT 0 1 5 0 0 6
17-21 1 5 1 0 0 7
22-26 5 17 2 0 2 26
27-31 35 42 1 1 0 79
32-36 60 83 0 2 2 147
37-41 83 78 2 0 3 166
42 — 46 72 21 0 2 1 96
47 - 51 32 11 2 0 4 49
52 -56 15 2 0 0 0 17
57 or above
57 e 19 5 0 0 1 25
Unknown ARgf 34 20 30 0 3 87
Total {EE 356 285 43 5 16 705
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On Male Perpetrators BEEZE FZFHIA

Table 12 shows the distribution of male perpetrators of different age groups
by types of harm/maltreatment, with the highest number highlighted.

R 121 5GE S ERERE AR ERENBEEGE REL
A o 3l PRBR G AR R N B By A 0 e

Table 12 — Distribution of Male Perpetrators by Age and by Types of Harm/Maltreatment
R12- BERKEGE EFENESBEEEERENA

Types of Harm/Maltreatment {52 FEERFEEH

Physical Psychological .
;%2 Harm/Abuse Neglect | Sexual Abuse | Harm/Abuse Hi\l/-lll:ll/ili)lfnse Total
BiEE | RRNEE | R | LEeE S | ol |
EFF EFF
16 or below
16 BRI 1 0 99 0 0 100
17 -21 2 1 69 0 0 72
22 -26 7 2 41 0 2 52
27-31 17 4 19 0 0 40
32-36 36 6 16 0 3 61
37-41 33 10 11 0 4 58
42 — 46 60 17 17 0 3 97
47 - 51 39 4 5 1 2 51
52 - 56 32 2 8 1 1 44
57 or above
57 L E 25 3 18 0 2 48
Unknown Rgf 6 3 201 0 1 211
Total 4EE; 258 52 504 2 18 834
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1.3.4  Marital Status of Perpetrators

BE R ER AR

32.7% of the 1 539 perpetrators of 2023 newly registered cases were married,
accounting for the majority of the total number of perpetrators. As some of the
perpetrators, particularly for sexual abuse cases, could not be identified or were
unrelated persons, the marital status of a certain proportion of the perpetrators was
unknown (Graph 11).

FE 2023 ST B E KA 1 539 A G EHEA AT 5 32.7% &
EE (SEERENANREBERZE - HRE S HE RENAGHE
MRILEZFEN S > BRESA > XHEHEGTHENABRARMAEAL
A ELEOIHI G E B ANRE SRS Ry T A (B 11) -

Graph 11 - Distribution of Perpetrators by Marital Status for 2023
11 - 2023 45 F R ERY ARVIEHIRST

Unknown
BERAGE Single
362 PR
(23.5%) 323

(21.0%)

Widowed
A
21
(1.4%)

Married
[
503
Separated / Divorced (32.7%)
TrlE S
226
(14.7%) Total 4EE:
Cohabited
I 1 539 Perpetrators
104 1539 AEEHEMA

(6.8%)

30



1.3.5  Educational Attainment of Perpetrators

BERENANEE

In 2023, 31.9% of the perpetrators of the newly registered cases were of lower
secondary education standard or below. As some of the perpetrators, particularly for
sexual abuse cases, could not be identified or were unrelated persons, the educational
attainment of a certain proportion of the perpetrators was unknown (Graph 12).

£ 2023 B EET > HERERAF 31.9% FFH Y H =
LITRHESRE - -dHARE s BGERENAGHZERILERENS 77 5
REES A - N EBELAMGAL A —ELimEEHE N E
FESN B T AN EE L (HE 12)

Graph 12 - Distribution of Perpetrators by Educational Attainment for 2023
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1.3.6  Relationship of Perpetrators and Children
B35 SR ERI A2 B 5L BRI B A

55.8% of the perpetrators involved in the newly registered cases were parents
of the children (Graph 13). In Table 13, the relationship of perpetrators and children
with the highest number of cases for each type of harm/maltreatment are highlighted.
Among the 547 perpetrators involved in sexual abuse, 34.7% of them were schoolmates
/friends /peers whereas majority of perpetrators of the other three types of
harm/maltreatment were parents of the children.

HELEED  BGEFERENANE 55.8% K2 EHENKE(H
13) - R BEREHEE ERFEET BFERENARZEREN
B (% > 0 DABH R R B S EYBE (R o B R MERIBE Y 547 G E
HAGANT > F34.7% HE2ERENFEE K HE - ZEREHEF
HHEG="EEE EFNGEERENAN > ZEIZERENKLE -
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Graph 13 - Distribution of Perpetrators by Relationship with Children for 2023
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Table 13 — Distribution of Perpetrators’ Relationship with Children

by Types of Harm/Maltreatment
R13- BEGEE /RERGEINTESHEN NHERE R ERR &

Relationship
B %

Types of Harm/maltreatment {25 FEREEH

Physical
Harm/Abuse
BREBE/
EfF

Neglect
G R B

Sexual Abuse

I

Psychological
Harm/Abuse
LEGE
EfF

Multiple
Harm/Abuse

EZE

Total
HEE

Parent
BY4 S5

495

304

30

6

23

858

Family member

HEERE

22

9

22

0

0

53

Step-parent
©LE)

30

13

50

Relative

B

6

16

25

Family friend /parent
of peer

RIFK PRI B

11

Caregiver

g g A

20

36

School teacher
/personnel

ERCERTBE

23

29

Staff of boarding
section of school

EREEBE

Tutor /Coach
FHE ST Bk

23

39

63

Religious personnel

EBEAL

Schoolmate /friend
/peer

[F2 HiKE %

190

190

Co-tenant
/Neighbour

=Vi: W

Inmate of residential
service /boarding
section of school

Bess BRIESER

Unrelated person
/stranger

REBMAA L FEEAN

142

142

Unidentified person

REESKAIHIA

14

38

62

Others
Hthr

Total
LEEL

614

337

547

34

1539
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2.1

ZEHH

Number of Cases {[i]

Part 2 45>
Comparison of Newly Registered Cases from 2021 to 2023

btz 2021 2 2023 FRIFTERCEE

Types of Harm/Maltreatment

BE . ERER

Graph 14 - Distribution of Newly Registered Cases by Types of Harm/Maltreatment
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2.2 Characteristics of Children

2.2.1 Distribution of Children by Age
FLERYFH
Table 14 — Age Distribution of Children
= 14 - SENFER
Year £
2021 2022 2023
Age fF#S
0-2 190 (13.9%) 230 (16.0%) 190 (13.0%)
3-5 148 (10.8%) 142 (9.9%) 135 (9.3%)
6-8 224 (16.4%) 200 (13.9%) 194 (13.3%)
9-11 248 (18.1%) 273 (19.0%) 291 (20.0%)
12-14 351 (25.7%) 383 (26.6%) 412 (28.3%)
15-17 206 (15.1%) 211 (14.7%) 235 (16.1%)
Total 458 1367 (100%) 1439 (100%) 1457 (100%)
2.2.2  Distribution of Children by Types of Harm/Maltreatment and by Sex
BGE A K R E R 5
Table 15 — Distribution of Children by Types of Harm/Maltreatment and by Sex
=15 - #5E /EER K REERE
Tvoes of 2021 2022 2023
yP No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of No. of
Harm/Maltreatment . . .
W/ AR Boys |, Sis | Doy | Cins | Boys | Gins
) FERE | ¥EHREH | BERE | LERE | BEREH | LEHEHE
Physical harm/abuse 315 278 364 288 319 283
SHEEEER (23.0%) | (20.3%) | (25.3%) | (20.0%) | (21.9%) | (19.4%)
Neglect 134 141 133 143 171 139
B R HE R (9.8%) | (10.3%) | (9.2%) (9.9%) | (11.7%) | (9.5%)
Sexual abuse 47 401 46 397 69 440
HARIE (3.4%) | (293%) | (32%) | (27.6%) | (4.7%) | (30.2%)
Psychological
harmiabuse 0 ;‘(V 0 4510/ 0 gfy 0 ;y 0 ;V 0 gw
LEgE s (0.3%) (0.4%) (0.6%) (0.5%) (0.2%) (0.3%)
Multiple harm/abuse 19 23 22 31 15 14
SIEER (1.4%) (1.7%) (1.5%) (2.2%) (1.0%) (1.0%)
» 519 848 573 866 577 880
Sub-total /)5t (38.0%) | (62.0%) | (39.8%) | (60.2%) | (39.6%) | (60.4%)
1367 1439 1457
45
Total 4&8K (100%) (100%) (100%)
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2.3 Characteristics of Perpetrators

HE R ER ARVRRE

2.3.1 Distribution of Perpetrators by Age
BEREN AT

Table 16 - Age Distribution of Perpetrators

% 16 555 BRI ARV

Age S0 vear £ 2021 2022 2023

1166 %ﬁi’&’% 59 (4.1%) 70 (4.6%) 106 (6.9%)

17-21 59 (4.1%) 61 (4.0%) 79 (5.1%)

22— 26 53 (3.7%) 60 (4.0%) 78 (5.1%)
27-31 120 (3.3%) 108 (7.1%) 119 (7.7%)
3236 193 (13.4%) 187 (12.3%) 208 (13.5%)
37_41 205 (14.2%) 239 (15.8%) 224 (14.6%)
42— 46 165 (11.5%) 153 (10.1%) 193 (12.5%)
4751 83 (5.8%) 101 (6.7%) 100 (6.5%)

5256 51 (3.5%) 41.(2.7%) 61 (4.0%)

5577 %é‘%’&vj: 76 (5.3%) 70 (4.6%) 73 (4.7%)
Unknown R3¢ 377 (26.2%) 425 (28.1%) 298 (19.4%)

Total ZEE

1 441 (100%)

1515 (100%)

1539 (100%)

2.3.2  Distribution of Perpetrators by Sex
&= SLER ARYHER]

Table 17 - Sex of Perpetrators
= 17 - HEHEN AR

Year £
Sex MR 2021 2022 2023
Male B4 768 (53.3%) 798 (52.7%) 834 (54.2%)
Female 274 673 (46.7%) 717 (47.3%) 705 (45.8%)

Total 4&E]

1 441 (100%)

1515 (100%)

1539 (100%)




2.3.3  Marital Status of Perpetrators

55 ST ERI ARV IR

Table 18 - Marital Status of Perpetrators

& 18 G E L EN ARIEHERI

Year £
2021 2022 2023
Marital Statu
R
Single B.5 261 (18.1%) 254 (16.8%) 323 (21.0%)
Married E.45 498 (34.6%) 489 (32.3%) 503 (32.7%)
Cohabited [F/E 111 (7.7%) 130 (8.6%) 104 (6.8%)
Sepa;;gg%&;érced 253 (17.6%) 264 (17.4%) 226 (14.7%)
Widowed {8 31(22%) 18 (1.2%) 21 (1.4%)
Unknown &% 287 (19.9%) 360 (23.8%) 362 (23.5%)

Total 4EE;

1 441 (100%)

1 515 (100%)

1539 (100%)

Note: As some of the perpetrators, particularly for sexual abuse cases, could not be identified or were unrelated

persons, the marital status of a certain proportion of the perpetrators was unknown.

it R EE HENAGHIREERIBEZORIS 77 FoReESR] > @ ARR AL - A—ELfHy
G R NHIEEROS R T ARRE -
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2.3.4  Educational Attainment of Perpetrators
BERENANERE
Table 19 - Educational Attainment of Perpetrators
R19-BERENANERE
Year £

Educational Attainmen 2021 2022 2023
2
No schooling/below primary
. 16 (1.1% 11 (0.7% 9 (0.6%
T (0% O-7%) 0.0
Lower Primary (P.1 - P.3)

- 38 (2.5%) 48 (3.1%)
;JJ\%%%%(TJ\—EI(JIE) oo 94 (6.5%)

pper Primary (P.4 - P.
59 (3.9% 82 (5.3%

MBI CNZ /) G2 6%
Lower secondary (F.1 - E.3)

i 374 (26.0% 346 (22.8% 352 (22.9%
PR —E ) 2e0%) S 3257
Upper secondary (F.4 - F.6)
o 291 (20.2% 329 (21.7% 318 (20.7%
B PR P IEFA) (20-2%) CGL7%) (20.7%)
Post-secondary or above (such as
diploma, associate degree) 154 (10.2%) 100 (6.5%)
RERSEEEASORBIEL) 129 (9.0%)
University or above

20 (1.3% 74 (4.8%

RBHLLE (1.9%) (1.5%)
Unknown 537 (37.3%) | 558(36.8%) | 556 (36.1%)
et
Zgg 1441 (100%) | 1515 (100%) | 1539 (100%)

Note: Since 2022, the figures of primary and post-secondary or above of newly reported child protection cases have
been broken down respectively into lower primary(P.1-P.3) & upper primary(P.4-P.6) and post-secondary or
above and university or above respectively.

it [ 2022 0 NEFIRHELL BRI TR B TNERRRE OUhN—FN=) ) R TNERRRE

CNUZANAD) ) AT TR R ASOB/EIE L) ) e T REBEELE -

39



235

Relationship of Perpetrators with Children
B35 SR ERI A2 B 5L BRI B A

Table 20 - Perpetrators’ Relationship with Children
R 20 FERENABZE R B G

Year 4F
Relationship 2021 2022 2023
LT
gg“t 863 (59.9%) 858 (56.6%) 858 (55.8%)
;‘%ﬁ% Emember 64 (4.4%) 51 (3.4%) 53 (3.4%)
%gﬁ;“m 40 (2.8%) 54 (3.6%) 50 (3.2%)
;E%%ﬁve 32 (2.2%) 30 (2.0%) 25 (1.6%)
;%%g%g%aggz peer 18 (1.2%) 19 (1.3%) 11 (0.7%)
é%%;” 42 (2.9%) 73 (4.8%) 36 (2.3%)
hool teacher/P 1
E__?;B‘Z’O%é%z%gé ersonne 3 (0.2%) 17 (1.1%) 29 (1.9%)
;zg%f%bﬁgmg section of school 0 (0.0%) 0 (0.0%) 2(0.1%)
T h
é‘fé%cg%ﬁﬂ@ 18 (1.2%) 23 (1.5%) 63 (4.1%)
ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬂmm‘ 2 (0.1%) 1 (0.1%) 4(0.3%)
E%ggig;g;f@gg%gd““”r 152 (10.5%) 174 (11.5%) 190 (12.3%)
- ich
%E%gg%%%m”r 7.(0.5%) 2 (0.1%) 9 (0.6%)
Inmate of residential
service/boarding section of school 4 (0.3%) 4 (0.3%) 5(0.3%)
bis ERIEEIE R
Unrelated person/Stranger o o 0
SR 1 145 (10.1%) 159 (10.5%) 142 (9.2%)
;Egg§§;?§f;?ers°“ 51 (3.5%) 45 (3.0%) 62 (4.0%)
h
%ﬁ” 0 (0.0%) 5 (0.3%) 0 (0.0%)
Total
z;g; 1441 (100%) | 1515(100%) | 1539 (100%)
WO
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Appendix

Glossary

In this annual report, the glossary will follow the “Protecting Children from Maltreatment —
Procedural Guide for Multi-disciplinary Co-operation” (Procedural Guide 2020) implemented on 1
April 2020 while the same glossary in the “Procedural Guide for Handling Child Abuse Cases”
(Procedural Guide 2015) will be compared below. The figures for comparison of different years
should be interpreted with caution.

Child Abuse / As a general guide since implementation of the Procedural Guide 2020, Child
Child Abuse will be often named as child maltreatment.

Maltreatment
(definition) In a broad sense, child maltreatment is defined as any act of commission or
omission that endangers or impairs the physical/psychological health and
development of an individual under the age of 18. Child maltreatment is
committed by individuals, singly or collectively, who by their characteristics
(e.g. age, status, knowledge, organisational form) are in a position of differential

power that renders a child vulnerable.

The comparison of types of child abuse in the Procedural Guide 2015 and child
maltreatment in Procedural Guide 2020 is as below:-

Types

Child Abuse
(In Procedural Guide 2015)

Physical Abuse

It is physical injury or physical
suffering to a child, (including
non-accidental use of force,
deliberate poisoning, suffocation,
burning, Munchausen’s
Syndrome by Proxy!, etc.), where
there is a definite knowledge, or a
reasonable suspicion that the
injury has been inflicted non-
accidentally;

[! Munchausen’s Syndrome by

Proxy occurs when a parent or

guardian falsifies a child’s

medical history or alters a child’s

laboratory test or actually causes

an illness or injury to a child in
41

Child Harm/Maltreatment
(In Procedural Guide 2020)

Physical Harm/Abuse

This refers to physical injury or
suffering inflicted on a child by
violent or other means (e.g.
punching, kicking, striking with
an object, poisoning, suffocation,
burning, shaking an infant or
Factitious Disorder Imposed on
Another’ ), where there is a
definite ~ knowledge, or a
reasonable suspicion that the
injury has been inflicted non-
accidentally.

[*Factitious Disorder Imposed on
Another, formerly known as
Munchausen’s  Syndrome by
Proxy, occurs when a parent or
guardian falsifies physical and
psychological signs or symptoms



Child Abuse
(In Procedural Guide 2015)

order to gain medical attention for
the child which may result in
innumerable harmful hospital
procedures. (Ref.: Zumwalt
R.E. & Kirsch C.S., “Pathology
of Fatal Child Abuse and
Neglect” in R.E. Helfer & R.S.
Kempe (Eds.), The Battered
Child (4th ed.), pp.247-285,
Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 1987.)]

Neglect

It is severe or a repeated pattern
of lacking of attention to a child’s
basic needs that endangers or
impairs the child’s health or
development. Neglect may be :
<> Physical (e.g. failure to
provide necessary food,
clothing or shelter, failure
to prevent physical injury
or suffering, lack of
appropriate supervision or
being left unattended)
Medical (e.g. failure to
provide necessary
medical or mental health
treatment)
Educational (e.g. failure to
provide education or
ignoring educational
needs arising from a
child's disability?)
> Emotional (e.g. ignoring a
child’s emotional needs,
failure to provide
psychological care);

e

AS

K/

AS

[*According to the Disability
Discrimination Ordinance Code
of Practice on Education, the
provisions of the Disability

42

Child Harm/Maltreatment
(In Procedural Guide 2020)

of a child, or induction of injury or
disease to a child, or causes a child
to receive innumerable
unnecessary hospital treatments
through other deceitful conducts
(e.g. alters a child’s laboratory test
report) (Ref.: American
Psychiatric Association. (2013).
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual
of Mental Disorders (5th
Edition).)]

Neglect

This refers to a severe or repeated
pattern of lack of attention to a
child’s basic needs that endangers
or impairs the child’s health or
development.

(a) Physical neglect includes
failure to provide necessary
food/clothing/shelter, failure
to prevent physical
injury/suffering, lack of
appropriate supervision,
leaving a young child
unattended, improper
storage of dangerous drugs
resulting in  accidental
ingestion by a child or
allowing a child to stay in a
drug-taking environment
resulting in inhalation of the
dangerous drugs by a child.
Drug/alcohol abuse during
pregnancy can affect the
health and development of
an infant. If a pregnant
woman fails to receive
treatment for drug /alcohol
abuse or make every effort to
reduce her drug/alcohol use
during pregnancy resulting
in signs of poisoning (e.g.
being tested positive for
dangerous drugs or alcohol)



Child Abuse
(In Procedural Guide 2015)

Discrimination Ordinance apply
to a wide range of persons,
including those usually referred
to as persons with intellectual
disability or mental handicap,
autism, specific learning
disabilities, hearing impairment,
visual impairment, physical
disability or handicap, mental
illness and various other chronic
illnesses, and persons who are
infected with the human
immunodeficiency virus
(commonly known as “HIV-
positive) or who have acquired
immune deficiency syndrome
(commonly known as “AIDS”)]

43

Child Harm/Maltreatment
(In Procedural Guide 2020)

of the newborn  or
withdrawal symptoms for
dangerous drug or alcohol of
the infant, these cases may
be handled as suspected
neglect; or

(b) Medical neglect includes
failure to provide necessary
medical or mental health
treatment to a child; or

(c) Educational neglect includes
failure to provide education
or ignoring the
educational/training  needs
arising from a child’s
disability*.

(Emotional neglect has been put
under psychological
harm/maltreatment )

[*According to the “Disability
Discrimination Ordinance Code
of Practice on Education”, the
provisions of the “Disability
Discrimination Ordinance” apply
to a wide range of persons,
including those usually referred to
as persons with intellectual
disability or mental handicap,
autism, specific learning
disabilities, hearing impairment,
visual  impairment, physical
disability or handicap, mental
illness and various other chronic
illnesses, and persons who are
infected with the human
immunodeficiency virus
(commonly known as “HIV-
positive”’) or who have acquired
immune deficiency syndrome
(commonly known as “AIDS”).]



Child Abuse
(In Procedural Guide 2015)

Sexual Abuse

It is an involvement of a child in
a sexual activity (e.g. rape, oral
sex) which is unlawful, or to
which a child is unable to give
informed  consent’. This
includes direct or indirect sexual
exploitation and abuse of a child
(e.g. production of pornographic
material). It may be committed by
individuals whether inside the
home or outside. It may be
committed by parents, or carers or
other adults singly or acting in an
organised way, or children. It
includes acts which may be
rewarded or apparently attractive
to the child. It may be
committed by individuals either
known or strange to the child;
(Child sexual abuse is different
from casual sexual relationship
that does not include any sexual
exploitation, e.g. between a boy
and a girl, though the boy can be
liable for offences like indecent
assault or unlawful sexual
intercourse with an under aged

girl.)

[°Any dependent,
developmentally immature
children or adolescents involved
in sexual activities that they do

not fully comprehend are
considered unable to give
“informed consent”. For

instance, when a child is involved
in a sexual act for snacks or
money as a reward, though the
child may say “yes” to the
perpetrator, this should not be
regarded as “informed consent”
given by the child.]

44

Child Harm/Maltreatment

(In

Procedural Guide 2020)
Sexual Abuse

This refers to forcing or enticing a
child to take part in any acts of
sexual activity for  sexual
exploitation or abuse and the child
does not consent to or fully
understand or comprehend this
sexual activity that occurs to
him/her due to mental immaturity.
This sexual activity includes
behaviours that have or do not
have direct physical contact with
children (e.g. rape, oral sex,
procuring a child to masturbate
others/exposing his/her sexual
organs, or posing in an obscene
way/watching sexual activities of
others, production of
pornographic material, forcing a
child to engage in prostitution,
etc.).

Sexual abuse may be committed
inside or outside the home or
through social media on the
internet by perpetrators acting
individually or in an organised
manner. It includes luring a
child through rewards or other
means for abuse, including sexual

grooming, which refers to
designedly establish a
relationship/an emotional

connection with a child by various
means for gaining his/her trust
with an intent to sexually abuse
him/her (e.g. communicating with
a child through mobile phone or
the Internet).

Consensual  sexual  activity
between an adolescent and
another person may also involve
sexual exploitation by a person
whose characteristics are in a



Child Abuse
(In Procedural Guide 2015)

Psychological Abuse

It is the repeated pattern of
behaviour and attitudes towards a
child or extreme incident that
endangers or impairs the child’s
emotional or intellectual
development. Examples
include acts of spurning,
terrorizing, isolating,
exploiting/corrupting,  denying
emotional responsiveness,
conveying to a child that he/she is
worthless, flawed, unwanted or
unloved. Such act damages
immediately or ultimately the
behavioural, cognitive, affective
or physical functioning of the
child.

Multiple Abuse

Combination of more than one of
the above four types of abuse.

Child Harm/Maltreatment
(In Procedural Guide 2020)

position of differential power to
the adolescent. Cases where the
adolescent is not mentally mature,
too young (e.g. under the age of
13) or the sexual activity leads to
sexually transmitted diseases
(“STDs”) or pregnancy may be
handled as suspected sexual abuse

Psychological Harm/Abuse

This refers to a repeated pattern
of behaviour and/or interaction
between carer and child, or an
extreme incident that endanger(s)
or impair(s) the child’s physical
and psychological health
(including emotional, cognitive,
social and physical
development).

Multiple Harm/Abuse

Combination of more than one of
the above four types of
harm/maltreatment.

Case One case refers to one child.

Newly Registered Newly registered cases include cases involving children having been

Cases harmed/maltreated or currently at risk of harm/maltreatment
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