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Child Abuse.......

It Matters You

Wsical Abuse

Z ik 6 4 _
! Social Welfare Department

Hotlines

Social Welfare Department 2343 2255
Family Crisis Support Centre 24-hour Hotline 18288
CEASE Crisis Centre 24-hour Hotline 18281
Against Child Abuse Hotline 27551122
End Child Sexual Abuse Foundation 2889 9933

[ Hug Line for child sexual abuse )

Family and Child Protective Services Units

JLelephone Number

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 2231 5858
( Central Western, Southern and Islands )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 2231 5859
( Eastern and Wanchai )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 2707 7681
( Kwun Tong )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 3188 3563
( Wong Tai Sin and Sai Kung )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 2247 5373
( Sham Shui Po )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 3583 3254
( Kowloon City and Yau Tsim Mong )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 2158 6680
( Shatin )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 2158 6696
( Tai Po and North )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 2618 5710
( Tuen Mun )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 2940 7350
( Tsuen Wan and Kwai Tsing )

Family and Child Protective Services Unit 2445 4224
( Yuen Long )
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““ What is Child Abuse ? *

In a broad sense, child abuse is defined as any act of commission or omission that
endangers or impairs the physical or psychological health and development of an individual
under the age of 18. Such act is judged on the basis of a combination of community
standards and professional expertise.

1. Types of Abuse :

Physical abuse is a physical injury or physical suffering to a child (including non-accidental use of
force, deliberate poisoning, suffocation, burning, Munchausen’s Syndrome by Proxy, etc),
where there is a definite knowledge, or a reasonable suspicion that the injury has been inflicted
non-accidentally.

Sexual abuse is the involvement of a child in sexual activity (e.g. rape, oral sex) which is
unlawful, or to which a child is unable to give informed consent. This includes direct or indirect
sexual exploitation and abuse of a child (e.g. production of pornographic material). It may take
place within the home or outside the home. It may be committed by parents, carers, other
adults or children singly or acting in an organised way. The abuser may make use of rewards or
other means to attract the child. It may be committed by individuals either known or strangers
to the child. (Child sexual abuse is different from casual sexual relationship that does not include
any sexual exploitation, e.g. between a boy and a girl, though the boy can be liable for offences
like indecent assault or unlawful sexual intercourse with an underaged girl.)

Neglect is severe or repeated pattern of lacking of attention to a child's basic needs that
endangers or impairs the child's health or development. Neglect may be :

®  Physical (e.g. failure to provide necessary food, clothing or shelter, failure to prevent
physical injury or suffering, lack of appropriate supervision or left unattended)

e Medical (e.g. failure to provide necessary medical or mental health treatment)

e  Educational (e.g. failure to provide education or ignoring educational needs arising from a
child's disability)

e  Emotional {e.g. ignoring a child's emotional needs or failure to provide psychological care)

Psychological abuse is the repeated pattern of behaviour and attitudes towards a child or
extreme incident that endangers or impairs the child's emotional or intellectual development.
Examples include acts of spurning, terrorizing, isolating, exploiting/corrupting, denying
emotional responsiveness, conveying to a child that he/she is worthless, flawed, unwanted or
unloved. Such act damages immediately or ultimately the behavioural, cognitive, affective, or
physical functioning of the child.

Child abuse is not limited to a child-parent/guardian situation, but includes anyone who is

entrusted with the care and control of a child, e.g. child-minder, relative, teacher, etc. For child
sexual abuse, the acts may also be committed by strangers to the child.

Child abuse is a very complex problem and can be triggered by various factors.

Parents or carers may be feeling helpless in handling stresses in their lives, such as marital
problem, poor interpersonal relationship, job failure, etc. Some parents may ventilate their
feeling of failure, disappointment, despair or anger onto their children.

Sometimes, parents or carers may not know the proper way or skills to take care of their
children. For instance, they may be unable to discipline their children or handle their school
work or emotions. Some parents may then resort to excessive physical force to control the
situations or simply ignore the children’s needs.

Without proper guidance or assistance, some parents and carers may use improper ways to
handle the children with special needs, such as those who are hyperactive, mentally
handicapped or who misbehave. This may also lead to child abuse.

Why should we care about child abuse and what can we do to help?

People who abuse children may be aware that their behaviour is questionable. But very often,
they have difficulty to control their abusive behaviour or some may even be unmotivated to
change such behaviour.

All families have problems and for all family problems, there should be solutions. Child abuse
is just a sign of family problems. Victims of abuse and the abusers are equally in need of
professional treatment and counselling. People should seek help as early as possible.

Child abuse is not just the problem of individual families. It will also hinder the development of
the children and affect their ability to contribute to the society as law-abiding citizens.

We hope that everyone who cares about children’s development and reducing social problems
will help stop child abuse. \We have to enhance our awareness about the scope and extent of
the problem and give it serious attention.

For effective prevention of child abuse, we need the continual support of our community in
promoting public education and publicity.

In case you come across any suspected case of child abuse, please contact the relevant
organisation or respective Family and Child Protective Services Unit.




